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lfe are at a crl.ticar Juncture on trro maJor erements ofyour program to revitalLze the nationts defeiae. By the endof August, you trllr annolulec your decigion on our atrateti-force rmdernl,zatl.on. The dectrLon is rrriirv to be a[-uesthtghly controverilar, both here and abroad, And in thc nextthree'monthe, we hope to aorldlfy arrLcd support for modernrzrngour nuclear forceg ln Europe ( Up). lfhese iisues ar. of extra_ordl.nary Luportance to lnelica iecu=iiy-rn-itre-aeEiaes ahcad.rp-*y judgrmentr you courd Jeopardize bot-h by 9oln9 iorsira atthis tirne to produce the EiW. -

As you know, r have for yearB supported the eventualdeplolnnent of ERWB to Burope. r stiti- ao. The isgue ,,& tsthe tlning of our decleion to produce them.

European leaders can be e:<pected to react negativery toan ea_rry productlon deciaion. over ttre past thre6 ,rontrri,
ttrey _have .nLformry told our people that suctr a declaLonwourd be ndisastrouE' at a tirE itren the Tlrp modernLzatlondecleion hangs tenuously ln the balance. They say the deci_slon:

-- would provid_e grlst for the sovLet propaganda nirlwhl.ch would accuse tlre US of bel.ng ,warliiei 
I

-- would undercut atlLed leaderet efforts to Bupport
Tti[F;

-- would preeurpt your l.ntention to announee the &txdecision;

-- would counteract ttre positive effort on European
IINF attLtudes coming out of my meetlnge wLth eromyro'inSeptember.

No matter rvtrat we- _8:y_publicly, _rfest Buropeans would _bcee the decLsion i_s a tlrinly velred first Btep toward aeprov-ncnt l.n Europe. The Soviets would
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own neutron bomb, would like Iy Join the BrLtlah and
ftalLans6:m.- erLticlztng the declel,on for i ta adverae l-npact

Y{ht Ie the BrLtlah mlght gtill be wllltng toaccapt mlP dcplopeirta , thLa could be a PyrrhlC vLctoryginee the decislon could erate increaalng rnorenturuln thc Labour for
, would re leftl,Bta to puBh

a nuclear free weapong zoDe and would give
inpetue to growing neutrallst sentLnpnt there.

1. Your strateglc force decl,sions are announced
and erplaLnedi

In Bum, Buropean officlals fror Norway to ftaly
wourd concrude that your AdolnletratLon, rike lte piede-
cesBor, had e:<pended politlcal capLtal for ttre sakL of a
systan whl.ch is urilltarlly ancl polttically far less
lmportant than !II[F.

It ls uqz strongly held convl.ctl.on that we should
ltght the nain battre on your stratcalc force decLrLonsfLrgt. Then we shourd focrrs on the next moEt important
Lssuc, the modernizatlon of our European nuclear weaponafor which we depend on Buropeatr eupport. Both of thise
extrenely_ lmportant decLslone wlrl ue jeopardized if weprecede thenr wittr an ERII decisl,on

I therefore reconmend ttrat we not declde to produce
the ERII rurtll after:

2. I have uret wlth Gromyko in Septernber;

- .3. our progran to try to seize the propagarlda
tiative on anns control and East-WeEt retltloni tias
up nnmentum; !

ln1-
gotten

l. our TNF talks wlth the Sovlets have begun in
Novenber.

- Ideally, I would recomnend we hold up nntil afterthe SPD Party Congress neit spring. Horreler, it may bethat Poland or other cventa would affect our ongolng
asaeaBments and provlde an acceptable backdrop Eo
proceed before next eprlng.
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